Here and Now

Jedi knights are just
a part of the family

By ALiaaa WALKER
Special by The Timr

was baorr In the
simmer of 1877
Just after my par-
enks saw “SLar
Wars® In the
theater. They
stayed in sync
with the saga: in 18E0,
thrir seguel, the birth of
iy alster, Beth, ealnclded
with *The Empire Strikes
Back "

Then, os "Retum of the
Jedl™ entered postprodus-
thon, my parents told us
ey Lo were expecting o
trilogy. On =Star Wars™
weekind, the pre-Mamib.
rial Day release date per-
enmially resorved for
GE'&:I‘EE Laucas’ cinematic
bablés, Beth and 1 wan-
dered downstairs Lo And &
brother, Luke Sky Walker

“Blar Wars® is the senter
of the pof culturs uni-
VETSE,

When Luke tefls people
his name, it serves a5 a
great prequalifier. If they
don't Imemediately clalm
Lo b ks Mather, or Invite
him over to the dark side,
it's a good bet they're nod
Euing to et along with
hirm.

N 1807, when
“Biar Wors" wns
re-released, we
wene payehed to
demonstrate our
niurrative ability
In'the theater.
But this was a differsnt
movie, Greedo shot frst.
Jabhta made a lams
camen, The flow we had
memorized from scemns to
scene was, in Lucas' own
words, “gone forever.”

had arrived at our home
As Luke's slster, I now

wis Princess Ledn, and

when “Star Wars™ became

LUEKEE, WE ARE YOUR BISTERS: Alissa Walker,
right, af ape T dressed af Princess Lada, woilh sfsfer Beth.

Tom Walirr Luike Mlh&wm
edition DVDs when they
CAMme OuL, III"E'FEI'HDII OLr

fllckery VHE coples in-

a part of our family on
VHE, it was my duty to
woiitch it dafly. thres tirmes
in & row, memorizing
everything and rewinding
Lo make sure [ had Leln's
smirk and infectlon eor-
rect — “Will someone get
this big walking carpet
outl of my way?™

The infnlte utility of
thee lines and my endless
recitation of them soon
miade the entire movie
evolve into & way for my

siead.

And it's not that we
hiate the prequels, but
what we loved fiom the
first ones is missing from
virtwal Yoda's ever-disin-
tegrating symia. The
characters are no longer
quotable. Juke Lloyd
cheering “Yippee!™ or the
brooding boy-band cha-
risma of Hayden Christen-
sen's °T kilbed them all®
won't have many expect-
ant mothers feeling the

iy Lo communlcaie name Anakin.

with ench other, "Into the Regardless, thls week-
garbage chute, Aybay!™ end will find the five of us
was how my mom Hghted home in BL. Louls, oele-

& flre under my dad's ba- olefT Leranfiim Lid. yrating Luke's birthday
hind, AL the dinner table, FIOHTING EVIL: Carrie Fisher and Mark Hamiil in the with a final-eplsode out-
Beth and 1 reenacted the ariginal “Star Wars.* Alises Walker walched ihe fitrm deailjp ing. It k=, after all, his des-

exchangs between Han
and Greedo at the Mos
Elsley Cantina In perfect alien dialect.
Whon ordered o do chones, [ bold
Lake to tell my parents he wanted to
g0 to Toshl Station to plek up some
POWET CONYerters.

“Thit's not really your brother's
name,” a first-grader told me on the
playground after I brought Luke's

birth announcement for show and tell,

“What, 18 yvour family In love with “Star
Wrs' or samething®?™

1 shot back my standard insalt —
AR Wil @ liztls shiort for & SLorm-

trooper?” — and confinmed all suspl-
clons.

We do love “Star Wars,” but we also
love the secret langeage “Star Wars"
has given us, Luke was nimed after
the wiiner-to-warrior my parents
Hked more with esch movie, but his
name also pays homage bo the galaxy
af lexicon Lucas prosided us. Using
this insider vocabulnry kecps our fnm-
fy tight: sharing 1t with others makes
us feel imporiant. The people [ like
minst in the world tend to agree that

tiny. But afterwand, well

ruiah back to our holigs Lo
wakch the original “Star Wars®™ to see
hiow our version of the story matches
up.

As the ereator of 50 much my family
holds precious, George Lucas can
never truly disappoint. But Hke my
Hm.l‘::[-'l. he should have stopped after
t :

Allssa Walker, a Hollywood-based
SreeelanceT o rites aboil design
and archifecture, can be reached af
ke i el s, Com.




